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SUBJECT: BIOGRAPHIC REPORTING: NEW FRG AMBASSADOR TO IRAN, 

DR. GERHARD RITZEL 

REF BONN A-90 OF MARCH 23, 1977 

1 . TENURE IN PRAGUE: DR. GERHARD RITZEL'S TENURE AS FRG 
AMBASSADOR TO PRGUE, BEGINNING IN APRIL, 1974, WAS 

MARKED BY A SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT IN RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA. BETWEEN 1974 AND THE PRESENT, 
THE WEST GERMANS SETTLED THEIR LONG-STANDING DISPUTE OVER WORLD WAR 
II CLAIMS AND IN EFFECT NORMALIZED THEIR RELATIONS WITH THE 
CZECHOSLOVAK REGIME. THEY ALSO EFFECTED SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS 
IN THE REUNIFICATION OF DIVIDED FAMILIES. BOTH SUCCESSES WERE 
IN A SENSE FRUITS OF OSTPOLITIK, WITH WHICH DR. RITZEL HAS 
BEEN INTIMATELY ASSOCIATED AS A KEY AIDE TO FORMER CHANCELLOR 
BRANDT; TO WHAT EXTENT HIS POLITICAL CLOUT IN BONN MAY HAVE 
HELPED, WE ARE UNABLE TO SAY. DURING THE PAST YEAR, HOWEVER, 

VARIOUS EVENTS OVER WHICH RITZEL HAS HAD NO CONTROL HAVE PUT STRAINS 
ON THE RELATIONSHIP. 

2. OUR OBSERVATION IS THAT RITZEL HAS DIRECTED THE FRG EMBASSY 
ABLY AND COMMANDS THE FULL RESPECT OF HIS LARGE STAFF. 
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3. PERSONAL EVALUATION: THE FRG EMBASSY IN PRAGUE HAS EXCELLENT 
CONTACTS HERE AND AMBASSADOR RITZEL HAS PROVED A GENERALLY 
PERCEPTIVE OBSERVER OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK SCENE, ALTHOUGH HE HAS 
OCCASIONALLY SHOWN A TENDENCY TO TAKE A SOMEWHAT POLLY AN AISH VIEW 
OF EVENTS. WE HAVE HAD THE IMPRESSION THAT HIS PROFOUND REGRET 
OVER GERMAN EXCESSES DURING THE NAZI ERA HAS LED HIM TO REACT TO 
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TOTALITARIAN MEASURES IN PRAGUE WITH EXTRAORDINARY FLEXIBILITY. WE 
ALSO HAVE FELT THAT HE OFTEN BASES HIS JUDGEMENT OF POLITICAL 
DEVELOPMENTS ON INTUITIVE. SUBJECTIVE FEELINGS RATHER THAN A DETAILED, 

OBJECTIVE ANALYSIS OF EVENTS. AMBASSADOR RITZEL HAS BEEN UNFAILINGLY 
CORDIAL TO AMERICAN DIPLOMATS OF ALL RANKS. HE HAS SHARED 
INFORMATION WITH AMBASSADOR BYRNE WITH WHOM HE SERVED IN OSLO 
AND, BEFORE THAT, WITH THE AMERICAN CHARGE, WHO TERMED HIM HIS 
"MOST ESSENTIAL CONTACT" AND "ONE OF MY FAVORITE FRIENDS HERE." 

HOW AMBASSADOR RITZEL, WHO CAN ON OCCASION HOLD FORTH AT LENGTH 
AND WITH A SOMEWHAT BOASTFUL AIR, WILL FARE AMONG THE PERSIANS, 

WE CANNOT PREDICT WITH CERTAINTY BUT WE IMAGINE HE WIT J. DO VERY WELL. 
HOWEVER, HE IS UNHAPPY WITH THE ASSIGNMENT, ALLEGING LACK OF 
AREA EXPERTISE AND PHILOSOPHICAL DISTANCE FROM THE SHA AND HIS 
GOVERNMENT. HIS SECOND WIFE, URSULA, CONSIDERABLY YOUNGER THAN 
THE AMBASSADOR, IS A VERY ATTRACTIVE AND IMPRESSIVE WOMAN. 

THEY HAVE TWO YOUNG CHILDREN. 

BYRNE 
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